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Introduction

When Donald Trump sailed down an escalator at Trump Towers in Manhattan and
announced his candidacy for President of the United States with a long, extemporaneous
speech, his opening, defamatory remarks about immigrants received the most media
coverage:

When do we beat Mexico at the border? They're laughing at us, at our stupidity. And now
they are beating us economically. They are not our friend, believe me. But they’re killing us
economically. The U.S. has become a dumping ground for everybody else’s problems.
[applause] Thank you. It’s true. And these are the best and the finest. When Mexico sends
its people, they’re not sending their best. They'’re not sending you [pointing to crowd].
They're not sending you. They’re sending people that have lots of problems, and they’re
bringing those problems with us. They’re bringing drugs. They're bringing crime. They’re
rapists. And some, I assume, are good people.... It’s coming from more than Mexico. It’s
coming from all over South and Latin America, and it’s coming probably probably from
the Middle East. But we don’t know. Because we have no protection and we have no
competence. We don’t know what’s happening, And it’s got to stop and it’s got to stop fast.'

While the media noted that Trump’s characterization of immigrants clearly traded in
broad, negative stereotypes, his sweeping condemnation of outsiders struck a chord with
Republican primary and general election voters (Whitehead, Perry, and Baker 2018), with
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Figure 1. Scatterplots of the relationship between xenophobia and punitiveness by self-identified race/
ethnicity (with LOESS lines).
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Table 3. Descriptive statistics and Pearson correlations between xenophobia and punitiveness by self-
identified race/ethnicity.

Mean of Xeno  S.D. of Xeno Mean of Punitive S.D. of Punitive r of Xeno. and Punitive

White 9.51 4.01 11.03 413 542%*
Black 8.31 3.42 931 4.02 253%*
Hispanic 732 423 1043 416 .149*

“Other”/mixed races 8.03 3.98 11.77 450 A46™

Source: 2014 Chapman Survey of American Fears

*p<O05*p<01

Note. Differences of cormrelations between white and black and between white and Hispanic are significant at .001 level
(Fisher's r to z transformation)
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Notes

1.

2.

10.

11.

12.

Quote is from authors’ transcript of the speech. Full text of Trump’s presidential announce
ment speech is available at: http://time.com/3923128/donald trump announcement speech/.
For instance, in the 2014 Chapman Survey of American Fears, among white respondents who
rated “blacks” below 50 on the feeling thermometer, 78% also rated “immigrants” below 50.
Conversely, of white respondents who rated “immigrants” below 50 on the feeling thermo
meter, only 35% rated “blacks” below 50.

The sociodemographic frequencies in the Chapman Survey compare favorably to those from
the 2014 General Social Survey. One area of difference was that the Chapman Survey has
significantly more currently married respondents (58.9%) than the GSS (45.7%). Tabled
results of the comparisons are available upon request.

Supplemental analyses with a xenophobia index weighted by factor loadings produced results
identical to those presented.

We did not use a question from this battery about whether police should be allowed to
conduct raids to find undocumented immigrants because of its similarity to the punitiveness
outcomes. In support of the centrality of economic concerns in racial threat theory, the
measure for whether “immigrants are a drain on the economy” had a stronger relationship to
the punitive ideology outcome (r = .498) than the question about whether “immigrants are
more likely to commit crime” (r = .399).

The xenophobia index had high reliability for scaling across the racial and ethnic categories.
For black respondents, the items loaded on a single factor with an Eigenvalue of 3.5. For
Hispanic and mixed race respondents there were single factors with Eigenvalues of 3.7 and
3.8, respectively.

We created this index of “belief orthodoxy” that included views of the Bible for consonance
with previous research on punitiveness, but supplemental analyses examining the individual
indicators (belief in an active Satan, belief in future Armageddon, and Bible views) showed
that beliefs about Satan were more predictive of punitive ideology than beliefs about the
Bible, Armageddon, or the overall orthodoxy index. This provides a replication of the recent
finding that an important aspect of religiosity for predicting punitiveness is views of super

natural evil (Baker and Booth 2016).

Due to the marginal reliability of the TV viewing index, we conducted supplementary
analyses excluding this control. Focal results for the connections between xenophobia and
punitiveness were unchanged. Among the specific indicators, punitiveness had the highest
correlation with consuming “true crime” television shows.

P < .001 for paired samples T tests of the differences between mean scores on the “immi

grants” thermometer compared to the thermometers for “blacks” and “Hispanics.”

Z tests for significant differences of coefficients across Models 1 3 (see Paternoster et al.
1998) showed a statistically significant difference between the coefficients for “blacks” and
“immigrants” (Z = 2.40; p = .01) and a marginally significant difference between the
coefficients for “Hispanics” and “immigrants” (Z = 1.60; p = .05, one tailed tests).

The xenophobia index (VIF = 1.8) had a relatively low level of multicollinearity in this model.
The feeling thermometer measures had elevated, but tolerable, levels of multicollinearity














